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WELCOME TO CLASS! Welcome to English 245: Seminar in the Major, “Writing Rivers.” This small,
interactive seminar offers a chance for you to get to know more about the major, about each other, about
Wisconsin’s waterways, and hopefully even about yourselves. Through reading, writing, viewing, and doing,
you’ll become more familiar with rhetorical studies and with freshwater controversies in Wisconsin. This
semester, we’ll move from literary analysis to rhetorical analysis to community engagement, partnering with
the Kickapoo Valley Reserve in La Farge during the second half of the course. Through that work, my hope is
that you will find yourselves equipped and inspired to engage with human and more-than-human communities
in Wisconsin, to consider how the stories that are told and not told shape our sense of who and what matters
in our state, and to practice how to engage with community partners to use writing for the public good.
WHAT IS ENGL 245? The course catalog says this small seminar offers students close instruction in the
principles and practices of informed, engaged, critical reading and writing. While texts and topics vary, each
seminar reinforces fundamental skills taught across the English major, strengthening students’ capacities to
write and speak powerfully and to build convincing, original, well-organized arguments that persuade
audiences of their significance. Students will meet with the professor in individual writing conferences and will
write at least 30 pages, including drafts and informal assignments spread throughout the semester.
WHAT WILL WE DO IN THIS SECTION OF ENGL 245?
•

Spend approximately 2.5 hours in class and 6 hours out of class on our work each week.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Read. Write. Talk. Go places. See things. Watch a film. Write more. Engage people. Write even more!
Learn about rhetoric, writing, Wisconsin, water, controversy, public memory, and each other.
Create timely, compelling arguments about texts, films, river valleys, and life.
Complete three major writing projects, and several smaller projects.
Build convincing arguments about environmental justice as it relates to water in Wisconsin.
Contribute to the preservation of Wisconsin’s history and think critically about that work.
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WHAT CAN WE EXPECT TO LEARN?
This semester, students will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Learn about rhetorical studies, rivers, dams, and Wisconsin history as it shapes the present.
Engage with Wisconsin’s aquatic ecosystems, including their humans.
Create original, coherent, and compelling arguments that push beyond summary to analysis and
independent and critical thinking.
Apply the tools of rhetoric to solve problems and consider action in the public sphere.
Partner with others to address timely problems and create positive community change.
Enact the Wisconsin Experience: cultivating empathy and humility, relentless curiosity, intellectual
confidence, and purposeful action.

WHAT’S THIS ABOUT THE KICKAPOO VALLEY RESERVE? You have the privilege of working with the
Kickapoo Valley Reserve (KVR) this semester to engage deeply with the past, present, and future of the
Kickapoo River Valley. KVR is an 8,600-acre tract of public land located in southwestern Wisconsin managed
by a Board of local residents in coordination with the State of Wisconsin and the Ho-Chunk Nation. The KVR
Board is responsible for tending to its mission: to protect, preserve, and enhance reserve land so that its
unique environmental, scenic, and cultural features provide opportunities for the use and enjoyment of
visitors. But it is KVR’s origin story that is maybe most fascinating for the purposes of our class.
In the 1960s, the United States Army Corps of Engineers began using the right of eminent domain to clear
landowners—on the land now contained on the Reserve—to acquire land for the construction of the La Farge
Dam. Despite heated opinions on both sides, more than a hundred families being forced off their land, and
partial completion of the project, the project was abandoned in 1975 due to environmental concerns and
higher-than-expected costs. In the nearly twenty years of local deliberation that followed, it was determined
that the land should be converted for public use. The site today is home to the Kickapoo Valley Reserve,
though the almost century-long debacle surrounding the La Farge Dam remains controversial in the hearts
and minds of many in Wisconsin’s Driftless region.
The abandoned La Farge Dam project, the heated opinions on all sides, the ecological impacts of the project,
the resulting Kickapoo Valley Reserve, and the ways the project has lived on—or not—in the hearts and minds
of official Wisconsin history mark it as an ideal, local case for learning about and engaging with rhetoric, public
memory, and environmental justice. We’re lucky that KVR is letting us have that chance this semester.

WHAT DOES CGD EXPECT OF US THIS SEMESTER? (a.k.a. assignments, grades, and due dates)
Grading Scale | A 93 / AB 87 / B 83 / BC 77 / C 70 / D 60 / F
20% | Engagement – including class field trip to La Farge!
Engagement: Daily!
Field trip to the Kickapoo Valley Reserve: Saturday, April 7 (~8am to 5pm, lunch is included)
Students should attend and fully participate in all class periods (except religious holidays and official university
events), completing all formal and informal projects. All students are also expected to attend our main event:
a Saturday field trip to the Reserve funded by Dr. Druschke. Please let her know in advance if you need any
accommodations to make this trip work for you. KVR Executive Director, Marcy West, and Dr. Druschke are
committed to making this an inclusive event.
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25% | Writing Project 1 (WP1), Rhetorical Critique of Damnation (6 pgs.)
Writing Fellow Draft Due: Tuesday, February 27
Writing Fellow Conferences: Tuesday, March 6 through Friday, March 9
Final Draft Due: Tuesday, March 13
This argumentative paper will build from our class screening of the feature length documentary DamNation
and our growing rhetorical vocabulary to sustain an evidence-based argument about some aspect of the film.
This project is a chance to practice “rhetorical analysis” rather than explicitly “literary analysis.” It is meant to
focus on the explicit and implicit arguments contained in the film, the strategies used to persuade viewers of
these arguments, the success of its arguments for who you see as its intended audiences, and your
assessment of the voices that are privileged and silenced in the film and the consequences of that silencing.
Students must submit a first draft to their Writing Fellow, participate in a Writing Fellow conference, and then
submit a final, revised draft along with a reflective cover letter about their revision process.
20% | Writing Project 2 (WP2), Transcription of La Farge Oral History Interviews (length varies)
Final Draft Due: Tuesday, April 3
This is a pass/fail (A/F) project – so PLEASE pass! The Kickapoo Valley Reserve has entrusted us with a set of
oral history interviews from their archives. La Farge High School students in 2000 and 2001 conducted these
interviews with Kickapoo Valley residents about the La Farge Dam project. KVR loaned Dr. Druschke their only
set of the recordings: audio cassettes stored in plastic tubs in the KVR library for many years. Dr. Druschke
digitized these cassettes for this class, and you will have the privilege and responsibility of transcribing these
interviews on behalf of the Kickapoo Valley Reserve. Each student will transcribe two interviews to provide
KVR with a much-needed copy of each recording and to create a class archive to draw from for WP3. While
some of these interviews have been excerpted in various forms, this project offers you a chance to create
Wisconsin history – putting ALL these incredible stories on record for the first time. Students who complete
accurate transcriptions of two interviews will receive an “A” on the project. Students who do not complete the
transcriptions will receive a “F.” Your completion of WP2 matters deeply to KVR’s work and legacy.

35% | Writing Project 3 (WP3), Rhetoric, Public Memory, and Environmental Justice in the La Farge Dam
Project (10 pgs.)
Writing Fellow Draft Due: Tuesday, April 24
Writing Fellow Conferences: Tuesday, May 1 through Friday, May 4
Final Draft Due: Thursday, May 10
OPTION A: Drawing from interview transcripts, field notes, and course readings about the Kickapoo Valley,
rhetorical theory, place, public memory, and environmental justice, you will build an evidence based argument
related to these themes. You’ll focus on the explicit and implicit arguments in the La Farge controversy, the
ways that place comes to mean, the connections between material and discourse, and your assessment of the
voices that were (and are) privileged and silenced and the consequences of that silencing. Students must
submit a first draft to their Writing Fellow, participate in a Writing Fellow conference, and then submit a final,
revised draft along with a reflective cover letter about their revision process.
OPTION B: Students interested in engaging with the Kickapoo Valley more actively can choose instead to
execute a rhetorically informed, multimodal intervention into the Kickapoo Valley Reserve. This option is
purposefully open-ended, but involves engaging a particular audience in some aspect of the La Farge
controversy or KVR outreach and education. Use your connections with Dr. Druschke and KR, and especially
use your imagination! But remember: your intervention must be informed by course readings and content,
including interview transcriptions, on rhetoric, place, public memory, and environmental justice. Students
selecting option B will write-up an analysis of their work in place of the 10 pg. option A paper.
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WAIT… WHAT IS A WRITING FELLOW?
You folks have hit the writing jackpot! This semester we’ll be working with Angela Ramos and Stuart Deets,
Writing Fellows who have received specialized training to work with other undergrads on their writing. For
both WP1 and WP2, you’ll submit a draft to a Writing Fellow, then meet together in a one-on-one conference
to receive written and oral feedback, and then revise the project to submit for a grade. Students last semester
(Stuart Deets was one of them!) raved about their Writing Fellows experience. Consider yourselves lucky!
WHY COULDN’T WE FIND BOOKS FOR OUR CLASS IN THE BOOKSTORE?
The honest answer is that Dr. Druschke really, really, really, really, REALLY don’t want undergrads to buy
textbooks if she can avoid it. Education is expensive enough, and requiring students to buy a bunch of costly
texts if they’re not entirely necessary doesn’t help to ensure that all students—regardless of income—can fully
engage in the course. Please note, CGD may add an academic text or two later in the semester, but she is
trying to stick to the course readings posted to our course website: http://headwaterslab.com. Read them,
annotate them, and bring them to class on a laptop or tablet or in print ready to discuss.
WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION?
If you have a disability that could impact your work in this class, please contact Dr. Druschke at the beginning
of the semester so that reasonable accommodations may be worked out to support your success. You should
also contact the McBurney Disability Resource Center at 702 W. Johnson Street, Suite 2104 / 608-263-2741
(voice) / 608-225-7956 (text) for additional support and resources. Email: mcburney@studentlife.wisc.edu
WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT RESPECT AND INCLUSION IN OUR CLASSROOM?
I (“she”/”her”) am committed to fostering a shared classroom community that is sensitive to the very different
experiences and realities of our students, and that views our various forms of diversity as our greatest
resources: differences of immigration status, gender, sexuality, disability, age, socioeconomic status, ethnicity,
race, political affiliation, religion, and language, among others. I expect students to be relentlessly kind in their
criticisms and open to learning from the perspectives of others. I am committed to using your preferred name
and pronouns. Rather than calling roll on the first day, I invite students to introduce themselves with their
preferred names. If these change during the semester, I invite you to let me know so that you can work
together to develop a plan to share this information in a way that is safe for you. I want all of my students to
know that I welcome you, and I hope to connect you to whatever campus resources you need (the LGBT
Campus Center, the Multicultural Student Center, the Writing Center, the Black Cultural Center, and so on).
HOW SHOULD WE STAY INFORMED ABOUT DUE DATES, HOMEWORK, ETC.?
Check out our course web site <headwaterslab.com> for up to date information about class activities,
homework, special events, and announcements. You should consider the information and dates on the course
site to be the definitive version of class activities and expectations.
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