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I chose to create an e-book that culminates the stories of the 
people who were kicked off of their land during the La Farge 
Dam project. I did not know anything about this controversy 
in Wisconsin’s history until learning about it through Caroline 
Drushke’s English course, Writing Rivers, at UW-Madison. 
After listening to the interviews that captured their stories 
and learning about their experiences, I was reminded of the 
importance of storytelling in order to preserve these individu-
als’ histories. I compiled excerpts from their interviews along 
with pictures that I took at the Kickapoo Valley Reserve to 
share their experiences, preserve their history, and create 
an accessible way for people to learn more about the La 
Farge Dam Project through a personal perspective. I want to 
claim that I am aware that these interviews do not address 
every perspective of the controversy, but provide insight 
solely from those who were interviewed. 
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“A PLACE IS KNOWN BY THE STORIES OF THE PEOPLE 
WHO ARE AT THAT PLACE. AND THAT CHANGES, I 
MEAN A PLACE STAYS BUT THE PEOPLE CHANGE. AND 
SO YOU HAD THIS DRAMATIC REMOVAL OF PEOPLE FOR 
THE LA FARGE DAM PROJECT. AND IN MANY WAYS THEY 
HAD FELT THAT THEIR STORIES WEREN’T HEARD. SO 
WHEN THE STUDENT AND THE ADULT VOLUNTEERS 
WENT OUT TO TALK TO THOSE PEOPLE WE WERE KIND 
OF BLOWN AWAY WITH THE STORIES THAT WERE BEING 
TOLD. AND AS WE WERE ABLE TO HEAR THOSE STORIES 
WE REALIZED JUST HOW IMPORTANT THEY WERE TO BE 
HEARD. AND THE PROCESS OF DOING THE INTERVIEWS 
AND THEN SHARING SOME OF WHAT THEY WERE 
SAYING AT A PUBLIC PERFORMANCE THAT WE DID IN 
THE SPRING OF 2001 AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE FIRST 
PART OF THE INTERVIEWING WAS SO WELL ACCEPTED 
THAT IT BROUGHT MORE OF THE FORMER LAND 
OWNERS WHO DIDN’T WANT TO DO THE INTERVIEWS 
ORIGINALLY, NOW WANT TO MAKE SURE THEIR STORIES 
ARE TOLD. SO JUST THE PROCESS OF STARTING TO TELL 
THEIR STORIES AND LISTENING TO PEOPLE BROUGHT 
MORE STORIES OUT AND YOU DON’T KNOW A PLACE 
UNLESS YOU KNOW THE PEOPLES’ STORIES.”

	 	 - BRAD STEINMETZ



When I first walked into my English 245 class at 
the University of Wisconsin - Madison, I did not 
know what this class had in store for me; all I 
knew was that this course was a requirement for 
my major. Professor Caroline Druschke entered 
the classroom with a bright smile upon her face, 
excited to tell us about English 245 titled, Writing 
Rivers. As I sat in the back of our small class-
room, eager to learn more about what this course 
entailed, I did not even realize the journey Profes-
sor Druschke was about to set us students on. 
Just as Miss Frizzle, from the Magic School Bus, 
created adventurous, educational endeavors for 
her elementary school students, so did Professor 
Druschke, but alternatively for college students. 

 We learned that through this course, we 
would be engaging with Wisconsin’s waterways 
through rhetoric. At this point in time, I did not 
perceive rivers as an arguable topic in which I 
would need to persuade others. Understanding 
that our semester would conclude with a partner-
ship with the Kickapoo Valley Reserve (KVR), we 
began by learning about rivers in a broader 
sense. Initially, we engaged with environmental 
activist, John Muir’s, writing about the beauty 
within the Hetch Hetchy Valley in Yosemite, Cali-
fornia. At first his piece created an image of the 
euphoric magnificence that filled this Adam and 
Eve-esque valley. But this image I conceptual-
ized shifted the instant I understood John Muir’s 
purpose behind his writing. He wrote this as a 
form of rhetoric to connect people to the gran-
deur behind the Hetch Hetchy Valley, to protest 

the dam that the government planned to build, 
which would essentially destroy the valley. This 
was the first instance that rivers became a contro-
versial issue in my eyes. 

 As the semester continued, we learned 
more about dams and their harmful impact 
through various readings in addition to the docu-
mentary Dam Nation. Sponsored by Patagonia, 
and narrated by two individuals who did not 
know much about dams prior to filming, I learned 
alongside the narrators as they engaged with the 
detrimental effects of dams on rivers, water qual-
ity, fish, and nature in general. Even when critiqu-
ing some of the documentary makers’ choices in 
telling this narrative with my classmates, I be-
came engrossed in this topic, infuriated by the 
marks dams have left on our very own earth. Pro-
fessor Druschke continued to capture us through 
articles, materials, and conversation concerning 
how to utilize rhetoric and various perspectives 
of this dam controversy.

 As the semester’s material moved from the 
broader spectrum towards one closer to home, 
we found ourselves confronted with the history of 
Wisconsin’s La Farge Dam project. Suddenly, the 
controversy of dams played a role in our own 
backyard as we learned about the farmers and 
families who were kicked off their land for the 
government to build a dam. And once those indi-
viduals were kicked off their land for this dam to 
be built, the government ceased their efforts and 
never completed the project. This was an ex-
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tremely contentious moment in Wisconsin history 
and drastically impacted those individuals’ lives. 
Unlike some of my classmates, I was not origi-
nally from Wisconsin, but regardless of where we 
were from, most students were not aware of this 
historical moment prior to this course. We were 
each given the opportunity to transcribe inter-
views, provided by KVR, involving those who en-
dured this moment in Wisconsin history. Because 
of this, each student gained a more personal con-
nection to the La Farge dam project by under-
standing an individualistic and personal perspec-
tive. A few weeks later our class took a trip to 
KVR itself and explored the land that we spent 
months engaging with its history, bringing life to 
what we learned in the classroom. The interviews 
we transcribed and the history we learned about 
stood in front of us as Marcy West and Brad Ste-
inmetz guided us through KVR. 

 As the last few weeks of the semester 
neared, us students utilized this range of knowl-
edge to create projects to make a difference to-
wards this history and continuous controversy. 
Because of this, I became aware of how vital it 
was for us to learn about the people’s stories 
who went through this time in history and wanted 
to focus my project on just that. Through this jour-
ney that Professor Druschke guided us students 
on in English 245, we engaged with a wide 
range of history, perspectives, narratives, and ap-
plied these educational experiences towards a 
real-life issue such as the La Farge Dam Project 
and the Kickapoo Valley Reserve. 
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From the moment we are born, our stories start 
writing themselves as they weave through the ex-
periences within our lives. The words upon meta-
phorical our pages root in the air we breathe, the 
connections we make, our hearts that beat, and 
the blood that pulses through our veins. Our 
chapters are divided by the events and people 
that we encounter on our paths. No two journeys 
are exactly the same which means that no two 
stories are either. Our stories are unique to us, 
they are personal, they are ours. 

When we choose to share our stories with others, 
we connect with one another, learn from each 
other’s experiences and gain a perspective on 
life that we might not have otherwise. There are 
currently 7.6 million people in the world, meaning 
that there are 7.6 million individualized histories, 
7.6 million futures in the process of being made, 
and 7.6 million stories whose plot lines crossover 
with some and veer from others. When acknowl-
edging a number as large number as 7.6 million, 
our personal story may seem insignificant, but in 
fact it verifies the opposite. This proves how im-
portant it is to share our experiences because 
our stories are the only ones with the exact plots 
and details that pertain to our lives. Sharing our 
stories allow us “to transform ourselves; to learn 
about our history and tell our experiences to tran-
scend [others]; to use our stories to make a differ-
ence in our world, to broaden our perspective, to 
see further than normal, to act beyond a story 
that may have imprisoned or enslaved us; to live 
more of our spiritual and earthly potential” 
(Freed, 2011). Such an understanding demon-
strates how we can gain so much from the peo-

ple and world that surround us every single day 
by learning from each other’s experiences and 
life journeys. 

When acknowledging humans’ role on this 
planet, how can one comprehend the world with-
out understanding the history of its people? 
While this can be addressed on a large scale 
when looking at the world in its entirety, it can 
also be applied to specific places. When first 
learning about La Farge and the history behind 
the dam project, I initially encountered dates, his-
torical facts about La Farge, and general informa-
tion regarding the dam controversy. But the mo-
ment that I reviewed interviews with the individu-
als who lived within this historical moment in Wis-
consin’s history, I saw a drastically different side 
to the entire dam project and its controversy. Sud-
denly I saw beyond the physical place and his-
torical timeline, and instead learned about the La 
Farge dam project through sentiments, personal 
stories, and human connection. The stories in-
stantly filled the history with emotions, sympathy, 
and perspective from those who faced these 
events themselves. While I did not learn about 
every human that was impacted by the La Farge 
dam project, I acknowledge that my understand-
ings and perspectives may be limited.

 Through these interviewees’ ability to share their 
experiences, not only do I gain a better under-
standing of the various happenings of the La 
Farge dam project and how it impacted its soci-
ety, but suddenly people today can engage with 
their stories, gain awareness of this historical 
event, and learn from the various sides of the 
controversy when moving forward. Such stories 
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may be more pertinent to those from Wisconsin, 
specifically from La Farge or nearby towns. Yet 
sharing these recollections allow future genera-
tions the opportunity to learn about what their an-
cestors endured and utilize this awareness to cre-
ate change in the future. Suddenly these stories 
play an important role in the lives if newer genera-
tions because “stories connect past and present 
to the future … [and] can awaken future genera-
tions to their potential” (Freed, 2011). Thus, it is 
vital for humans to share their stories in order for 
histories to remain alive and future generations to 
gain vital knowledge and understanding of their 
own values. 
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THE FOLLOWING PAGES INCLUDE EXCERPTS FROM INTERVIEWS 
COORDINATED BY THE KICKAPOO VALLEY RESERVE IN 2000. THE 

INTERVIEWEES ARE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE A CONNECTION 
WITH THE LA FARGE DAM PROJECT, WHETHER IT’S ROOTED IN 

THEIR FAMILY HISTORY, OR IF THEY FACED IT THEMSELVES.

THESE EXCERPTS ARE NOT MEANT TO ABBREVIATE THEIR STORIES, BUT 
RATHER PROVIDE INSIGHT TO SOME OF THEIR PERSONAL EXPERIENCES. 
ADDITIONALLY, THESE EXCERPTS DO NOT ADDRESS ALL ASPECTS OF THE 

CONTROVERSY.. 



Interviewer: Do you think before the project came into existence and after the project came into existence, 
that this affected the community of La Farge tremendously? 

Lillian Daines:“Emotionally it did. [pause] You know, people in town, in La Farge here, they were very 
strong for it. In fact, they were stronger for it than the people who lived out in the area. There was some 
kind of, you know, [stuttering] problems among people who were really working for it here in town as op-
posed to the people who lived out in the area. Some people--some people, not everybody--but some peo-
ple out there were very opposed to it, and that makes some tension”

--- 

Interviewer: Do you remember, when you heard that the land was going to be used for a large lake and 
that the project was getting larger, do you think a lot of the people around you at Weister Creek knew what 
that really meant, or when did they first start talking about people having to leave their homes?

Lillian Daines: At the time, they started talking about enlarging the area, then that’s when people got more 
concerned. At first, it wasn’t going to take in nearly as much area as they finally did, and at first people 
were upset about it. Later, they became more upset about it. [pause] But, I don’t know, I didn’t, I didn’t 
really resent it, particularly, I just thought that, that a lake would be a rather nice thing. And since we were 
paid for our property, and it was a reasonable payment--I thought, as far as we were concerned--but there 
were people who did resent it, tremendously. Well, you have to remember some of these people were born 
and raised on the very farms that were going to be taken out of their hands.

LILLIAN DAINES
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Interviewer: Where was it located? 

Arnold Higgins: Do you know where the Star Val-
ley schoolhouse used to be? I owned all that 
farm south of it. Probably one of the better farms 
that they took. If there was 160 acres most of it 
was [inaudible]… made good work land. And 
you didn’t have any choice, either you agreed 
with what they said or we’ll condemn it. And 
there’s things that weren't quite fair, I don’t think. 
That was it. But if you just hung back and didn’t 
move and didn’t move then they’d come around 
and paid you for moving. Now was that fair to 
treat people that way? 

---

Interviewer: Can you describe for us the farm? 
That you lived in? 

Byron Lawrence: We had 130 acres, and it was 
kind of a rough little farm. Uh, we milked about 
27 cows. Decent living. Farm prices never was 
real great anyway. But, uh, we made a living. 
And, I don’t know how to describe it, but it was 
really a good time. And one of the things about 
the dam project, it, probably many people don't 
think about is, most people have a one place. To 
go back to. And, those people were taken out by 
the dam project, they don't have a home place to 
go back to anymore. That was my dad’s place. 
That’s the old place. It’s not there anymore [laugh-
ter] not that I would shed any tears over it [laugh-
ter]. But, our rough little farm. A farm that, that 
uh, made a living for a family. 

Interviewer: What do you think should be done 
with the land? 

Arnold Higgins: Oh, I don’t know. They could’ve 
given it back to us to start with, but, you know of 
course after they bought it and years afterwards 
the price of land went up so much I would proba-
bly [inaudible] if I could just have held on to it. Of 
course that’s the way it was, though. 
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“I, just on my personal opinion, I think it’s too bad it didn’t 
get finished because it did mess up a lot of things for, 
you know, people’s properties and everything like that 
and it would’ve been nice if they would’ve just completed 
it or finished or give the land back to the people, if they 
wanted it or whatever instead of letting it be idle for so 
long and everything but it’s nice to see that there are 
things happening with it now and trying to get things 
squared away and straighten up a big blunder [giggles] 
I guess, that’s just my opinion on that one you know.”

SHELLY HILTON
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“We lost our barn and our house in a fire, seventeen months apart. Well then they told us we could—I 
wanted to build back—and they said, the Corps said, “Well, you can build back but they said we’ll 
condemn you if you do. And if it goes to court, we’ll deny it.” And the house, we bought, it was in 
Rockton there and if we sold it, we could live there that winter, and move it in the spring. They come 
in there from La Crosse, Madison, the Corps and they came in there and asked me what I was doing 
there and I said, “I live there.” Well, you have no right to be here you got to get out, they said. I said, 
“What are you going to do put me out on the street? It’s wintertime.” I said furthermore there’s 150 
people there and it this was sold as—people could live there, whoever bought it. Now …. I said you 
better get hold of somebody else, not me. Well, they just had to go back and they went back and 
then all a sudden I had all kinds of time ‘til June to move the house so they knew I had to cross the By-
ers place and that come up for bid and I missed it by nine dollars. And they said, “It wouldn’t matter if 
you’d missed it by fifty cents, they said, we’re not going to let you cross it.”  After we had turned out 
and then the cattle on that Hopkins place up here. Scully had it afterwards, but they came in and they 
said I had to built a fence. I said you build yours, I said ours is good. Oh, they didn’t build a fence! 
Then they wanted me to build an electric fence and I said-- they wanted me to keep my cattle out -- 
and I said well then, you keep your deer off there. [laughs]  Ho ho that’s a different part of the govern-
ment! “Well then” they said, “you get out in thirty days.” I mean this was probably this time of year 
and I had 225 head of cattle altogether and I said, “Where do you go?” 

---

“I was condemned. But then they condemned me for flooding purposes. They were up on land they 
had no business being up on. But they said they wanted to run a line straight. Well, they condemned 
me for false purposes. If I broke the law, and which, that actually is breaking the law. If I was to do 
that, they’d haul me off. They can get away with being a thief, and what do you do about it. It’s actu-
ally it’s just like today. See, I was one of the younger people, now I’m one of the older people . They’re 
just waiting for you to die. They’ll get it eventually. The government can wait. They can wait it out. 
They’ll never outlive the government. Nor will they ever outlive the crooked tactics. it will always be 
there.”
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“So from that point on I think things really just, in 
my mind in terms of [sighs] people--their feelings 
and everything--and differences of opinions com-
ing out, and things kind of getting more divided, I 
think, and the spirit of the community I think went 
down after that, and that was a big blow. I think, I 
always sensed from the people that… I can’t re-
member now, but from... some of the things I had 
to do collecting data for the public [inaudible] in 
‘74, there’s federal aid that we received. But as 
for how much they got for the land and all of 
those kinds of things. 

But I think most… my sense from the people was 
that they [pause] they would’ve been perfectly 
content to live there. When they were giving it up, 
they weren’t giving it up for any real personal 
gain that they were going to get. I think they 
gave it up as a gain for the whole, and I think 
that the biggest disappointment that people 
gave up land for the project is that they felt that 
they were doing it for everyone, and specifically 
everyone in the valley that would benefit from 
having this lake project and that what they re-
ceived in it might be of value. Everything else 
aside, I think that was the one thing that they felt 
really betrayed about because they gave it up 
with a specific kind of purpose in mind. 

I mean I think that’s… that was--as for many still 
will--always be a troubling thing to deal with. 
That’s the one perception of it I have, you know, 
and having real… other then, I feel like, having 
been here quite a while now--been here 30 some 

years--but having grown up in a small town I 
know what it means like to have second, third 
generations of people living in an area. So, I 
think that’s the one thing that I sensed all the 
years since then is that [pause] that’s a really 
huge trade-off. 

With regards to at the school, we projected 
times, you know… I don’t think we have any real 
hard data about the families that still remain, you 
know. We lost some families, obviously, and 
some students. We lost people that might have 
moved there, but we had people that did relo-
cate within, in the district, and some people 
didn’t leave the district that moved out of there, 
some obviously did. [pause] As far as that was, 
we were starting to see a natural decline in enroll-
ment as well, and over the next few years enroll-
ments tended to go down. I mean we, [inaudible] 
was again, but now, but I know that they were 
starting to go down. We went down steadily 
years after that. They, we would’ve even gone 
down regardless of the dam project or not. But 
I’m sure that that did make a difference in terms 
of some of enrollment, of course, and some en-
rollment in a small school district is significant. 

So then the applications were made then, and 
that time it was public [inaudible] in ‘74, this fed-
eral law in regards to, to [pause] assistance in 
these kinds of areas. We’re kind of small pota-
toes in that whole business, I mean, this, there’s 
really two ways you can get money towards that 
program. One is student count, if you have 

PAUL JACOBSON
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enough students moving into an area related to a 
government project. Initially we had some of 
those students we could count because of the 
corps of engineers and the different families in-
volved there that went to school here, if you 
count those. We got a certain added aid for that, 
certain number of dollars for that. Then of course 
the law set the land as a tax space, and that was 
a certain amount of aid that we received for that. 

Just by the nature of the program that first year is 
it was--not to get real technical--but they were 
given an assessed value in, as opposed to equal 
value. So, the value of the land was considerably 
lower in terms of the value that they initially had 
on it for the aid that they gave us, as opposed to 
later on during an audit. One of the auditors--and 
this was two years after Mr. Oakley had left--he 
felt that we needed to do something different 
about that. He says, “because you should be get-
ting more money.” He says, “you should look at 
this and get this equalized and then come to 
some agreement on it so you can place a value 
on this land that we know at this point in time is 
equalized and is the true value of this land,” so 
to speak, so that when… and years to come after 
that we just had to look at county-wide, what 
maybe the percentage of increase in value over 
the land was for decrease, and just multiply that 
times that, and just go up and down. Usually it 
was continuing to go up for most of the years af-
ter that. 

So that made a significant change in our value. I 
mean, it really dropped it significantly. So we had 
a few years in there where we got some--they 
went back and did some--retro pay for us, so we 
got some additional. So there were several years 
in there where we got some very nice paychecks 
from the government.” 

15



Interviewer: Do you think the water’s any better now than it was?

Dale Moore: Oh, hell of a lot better. 

Interviewer: Yeah?

Dale Moore: It’s beautiful water. It’s colder. It’s cleaner. There’s not much silt running into it, the, you 
know, firemen are taking care of their land, what run off runs in is usually is not bad. These hillsides 
where the government bought up, it’s all going up to brush, timber. There ain’t no water rushing down 
over there when it comes to hard grain. We don’t have no floods now like that. So, it became an en-
tirely different river. Everybody used to fish for carp and suckers and everything like that. You always 
used to catch something like that. And all at once you couldn’t catch anymore suckers. Couldn’t catch 
anymore carp, either. Where’d the carp go? Well, when the core of engineers, this thing all went to-
gether there was little ponds all up and down the river, and there was bull rushers and seaweeds and 
everything else do what in there. Oh, as soon as the Kickapoo started coming up and running up into 
these slews, here come the carp. And they went up and used the slews to spawn. Oh everybody got 
them a club and a spear and so on and went up and caught carp. You can’t catch carp out the Kicka-
poo you haven’t been able to for years because they destroyed all the spawning places. These little 
things that went up in these ponds, there was no place for the carp to spawn anymore. So they disap-
peared.

DALE MOORE
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Interviewer: In the community was there a 
change of like, the way people reacted to each 
other before and after the dam, like did friends 
become enemies or something…

Roger Parr: I don’t really think so because, most 
of the- most of the community were- had decided 
that  its gonna be, there’s nothing we can do 
about it, it’s— Some of them tried to fight it, tried 
to hold on to their land and took it to court and, I 
don’t know if they got any more for their land 
than the people who just sold to their first offer 
but… The community as a whole, there was not a 
lot of division, over whether it was the right thing 
or wrong thing to… The main concern has been, 
after it was stopped, what was gonna happen to 
the land, and there was a lot of resentment, but I- 
I think most of the people that sold felt that they 
should have had a chance to buy their land 
back, and as far as a lot of… Neighbor against 
neighbor, I don’t there was, it was more or less 
the community against the politicians and the bu-
reaucrat that was dictating more or less what 
was gonna happen. And that’s the same - that 
holds true today. The local people pretty much 
as a whole want this road completed, wanted a 
good road through this community, we got good 
roads on- right below La Farge and right above 
Ontario, we got good highways that can accom-
modate trucks, why should trucks have to go 
around this valley? People come and this is (inau-
dible)— one of a kind. All they have to do to get 
stuff similar to this is get two miles off of the 131, 
and any of these valleys, you got everything that 
you got up and down this valley. And I know this, 

I’ve traveled, I do crop insurance, have done it 
for the past 13 years and traveled over a good 
many counties and, there’s areas— I hear there’s 
nothing like the Kickapoo valley, well as far as 
I’m concerned, I’ve lived here all my life and I 
find places over towards Rock Springs area, they 
have similar scenic drives over that way, and 
Sauk county has them. This is not one of a kind 
it’s- it is unique in some ways but, why- why it 
has to be classed as a park and not a- a— so 
that can’t have a highway down through it I- I 
don’t understand that… 

Interviewer: Do you think the community was 
mislead about the project?

Roger Parr: … Well… Not mislead just… They 
thought they were gonna get a dam and, I sup-
pose they were misled at the fact that they didn’t 
get a reservoir, they— When everyone was 
bought out we figured it was gonna come, and I 
guess mostly people did think well, “give up my 
property but, there might be some benefits”, and 
they gave up their property and there was no 
benefits from it.
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Interviewer: What is the impact that this whole 
project had on you personally?

Brian Turner: I was in line and maybe it was a 
blessing way farming when, but I was in line. I 
was the oldest son. I was in line to take over the 
farm. Nothing to take over the time I got there. 
That was one of the arguments. The lawyer, you 
know, big meeting I told about was I was young 
and he said, "you don't hear these people are, 
they've got a young son. What's he going to 
have to take over? "And then he was right. There 
was nothing. So many young people that could 
have stayed in this area, had those small farms 
down here. There was at least eighty homes. It's 
somebody would live in after those people re-
tired. Yeah. As far as myself, I'm not bragging, 
but I made a business, but it is so sad around 
here. We've got to do something around here to 
try to keep some young people here, there's noth-
ing here for them. And tourism is not going to 
make a whole lot for them. Look at what the kids 
make because they go to Dell's and worked for 
the summer or something. Yeah, it's great. While 
you're in high school and college can't make a 
living at selling a bunch of stuff to the tourists. My 
opinion. I was so tickled when there and Mary 
Clark bought hardware store, young couple. I 
really hope we do all we can to support them as 
just one small example, but we've got to do 
something to keep these young kids around 
here. They are trying to keep some of them and I 
don't know what it will be if you don't. If you are a 
farmer or like the school or crop. You have your 
own business. It's just there's not a lot of jobs. 
There's a lot of people that aren't cut out or don't 

want to have their own business or be a school 
teacher. Crop is going to be a good deal for La 
Farge. I hope. I hope they stay. Yeah, they're just 
uh, and this, this, the Corp coming in here was 
the start of a lot of this. before that there was a lot 
of the young people were leaving but was a per-
cent of them staying. You know you had your 
cheese factories and your stuff like that and sup-
ported this stuff or this stuff or these farms Sup-
ported them to a certain degree. they kept a few 
young people around. Another thing that's sad 
about it is you look like my dad, like I said, he 
was a young man when this was happening. 
He's one of the few that's left, a lot of them have 
died off. Just it's amazing how fast this history of 
this project is dying off. I'm really happy you 
guys are doing this. It is going to die off and 
there's a lot of my age. They didn't care. It didn't 
interest them and I'm a history buff. I love history. 
So, I kind of keep track of this stuff. Knew a lot of 
the old people, but we're going to lose a lot of it 
either my grandfather and like Adylia Sales (ph) 
and Ben Kriegel and, and some of those people. 
I wish that I wrote down half and stuff they told 
me. I forgot a lot of it. They told stories about 
stuff. My grandparents. My grandma gave us a 
day by day account when they built a cheese fac-
tory down here. When they hauled lumber from 
La Farge on a [inaudible] pickup and she 
worked at Sadie (ph). grandpa making cheese 
down here. Showing them 50 pound of cheese 
like a man, you know. I guess that's about all I 
can think of right now. 

BRIAN TURNER
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Interviewer: Was it a good farm?

Henry Trappe: No. not too good a far. It was a, 
we started out with uh living on mom’s farm after 
dad died and we had uh I bought uh the I called 
the [Unclear] place, 130- 134 acres I think it was. 
Mom only bought 80 acres [Unclear] The home 
place was 124 acres we only farmed about 10 
acres [Unclear]. Then I bought the river bottom. 
It was 37 acres. I don't know this exactly but 
around 25 oh maybe not. I don’t know just how 
many acres exactly was down there I never 
measured it. Oh I suppose 20, 20 acres or so. 
Maybe more. Then we bought the Him Dire 
place. I went to uh, I didn’t have the money I 
went to John I wanted to borrow some money, 
they wanted to know how much I wanted, I said I 
didn’t know, they laughed at me. Well I said to-

morrow I’m gonna sell our Jim Dire’s farm. Gonna 
sell it for [Unclear]. And I said if I could borrow 
the money, there’s 124 acres or something like 
that. I said the buildings are shot, the fences are 
shot, but the land is there. He left me and said 
go ahead [Unclear]. Finally I said I'll give 50 
acres on this 47 acres I’ll give 50, $500 to start 
with. Nobody raised it. I sold 80 acres I bid $500 
there. Nobody raised it. But the guys willing to 
prove it. The cost is 127 acres on something like 
that costed $1505.
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Interviewer: So, you were out of school when you started becoming aware of the dam? 

Dale Cliff: Definitely, yeah. 

Interviewer: You were married with a family. What did you think of in the beginning? When it was pre-
sented to you, how was it presented to you and? 

Dale Cliff: Well first thing I guess you...I probably thought it was a pretty good idea ‘cause it was going 
to be a lot of [inaudible]. I mean it was going to be big boost for the Kickapoo valley. I mean, you know, 
it was going to take out those farms through there, but you know if it brought in the commercial, you 
know...maybe brought in some big business. I don't think we subconsciously...the roads, I wasn't think-
ing so much at the time, but you know all these tourists and that kind of thing. So there really wasn't 
much against it, personally, but I know a lot of farmers that were losing their land were. It took out a 
bunch of people out of the area, out of that reserve land. 

Interviewer: Do you feel that most of the land owners out there were against it? 

Dale Cliff: I really think most of ‘em probably was against it. I can't think [pause] that too many were in 
favor of it that would get moved out. 

DALE CLIFF

20



Interviewer: Do you want to talk about the land that you lived on and how dam product affected you?

Bonnie Risen: “Sure sure. Well I was working in London station at the time and my dad they they 
had talked about it for years and years and years that we were going to have the big dam in Lafarge. 
Well we um as long as I was away it was no big thing you know. Well then it got closer and closer. 
They started coming around and they were gonna survey your land and they were going and so my 
dad um kept saying well he knew that someday they would be coming in the and he would have to 
go find someplace else to live. And my dad would get in the car. The closer it got they would stop but 
they never just they would just stop and go over our land. But they never ever would stop and say we 
are the we were surveyors we want to come we want to look at your land till later. Well then Dad um 
said well they're here because they you know our neighborhood it doesn't take long and they know it. 
And he would go every day and drive and try to find some place where he wanted to live where he 
wanted to farm where it was out of the area and he could never ever find that. And it was um we were 
going to build a new house I lived in a house part of the house was log and the other part was built 
on and we never had running water in our house. We never had a bathroom in our house and they 
were going to we were going to build a new house and they kept saying OK no problem you can 
have back land which would be now where you go across the rock to bridge it was back where you 
can see a field that is farmed and it's to the left and we were going to build back there. Well when it 
got to the point that they would not allow us nobody could be on that land because it was all going to 
be in the dam land and we just could not they would not allow you to be that close to. And so when it 
came my sister was she was married and she had left home and when it was just my dad and my 
mother and it my dad died before our farm was sold and my dad that said they will come. You told us 
that he said they will come and they will condemn this land and they will give you a price you take it 
or they'll condemn it and we were always real thankful that my dad didn't have to go through that be-
cause he just couldn't find some place where he'd be happy. You know it was just my dad was 50 
years old when he died. So it was kind of you a it it really um at the time I first remember the people of 
Lafarge wanted it. You know they wanted cause it was going to be the big thing that helped Lafarge 
and then the farmers didn't want it because it was farmers all up and down that valley and they had 
good farms and it was but we of course were on the river and we knew you planted your fields ac-
cording because you knew you were going to have to go in and you were going to have to pick the 
corn by hand you were going to have to have some of your tobacco was gonna be you know it was 
gonna be ruined but you knew that cause you lived there all your life you kept your cattle up off the 
way because you know they didn't want when the floods and well then when [Inaudible] was gonna 
come ok then the farmers decided well we couldn't do nothing. They're going to have it. Well the 
towns people didn't want, they change their mind. They didn't want it. So here you had the farmers 
wanting it and towns people now well finally when they all got together and all decided it and we 
didn't get it and it was a traumatic thing for people to have to be put off their farms taking everything 
that you've worked all your life for and saying well you take this money and or we’ll condemn your 
farm and you gotta to leave anyway.”
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Interviewer: Overall, what sort of effect do you suppose, or do you think not having the project having 
go through as they proposed it has had?

Jack Robinson: Well the I believe there were 140 families. It effected our schools and our businesses. 
It effected our community, it effected our churches, uh, and maybe, I, not that they went down but it just 
uh, it had an effect of uh, just taking that much away from you. And it uh, I'm sure especially La Farge 
school would be much better off with students from those places than uh, not from those places.

Interviewer: Did you know anybody who tried to hold out, who um, who tried to resist?

Jack Robinson: Hm, I, I won’t say I knew, I knew of people that uh, felt they were forced off, and yet 
these people were to a retirement age and I think they paid just prices for the farms back then, this has 
been, what, this was four years ago? Uh, and uh, they paid uh, probably just prices, in fact I think they 
should have paid more than a just price, uh and some people, I know one guy that just used to com-
plain, complain, and complain cause they uh, bought his farm. But I think he’s the one who sold it, I 
think the farms, uh Chuck I think the farms prices went up in this process. I think that uh, those that 
sold early didn’t come out as well as those who sold a little later. And those that were sold early were 
probably just told, “Well, you gotta sell it to us.” And uh, I think those that held out uh [pause] didn’t uh, 
I think they came out better but uh, I dont know. [long pause] Most of the families that uh, sold out or 
even are deceased now uh, very few of them that I know of uh, Larry Robinson, I guess, is the only one 
I know of that uh…  

JACK ROBINSON
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Interviewer: “What was your basic connection to 
the dam project?”

George Nettum: “Well as a member of the Vernon 
County board of supervisors I was on the Country 
board as a result of being um, uh, a resident in Viro-
qua I had been on the County board for a little over 
25 years and um, being agriculturally oriented I 
wanted to be on the Ag Committee, and if you’re 
on the Ag Committee you are working with the 
county agent, home agent, boys club [inaudible] 
agent, and then also with, what they called at that 
time, the uh, uh, [inaudible] and water board, and 
uh, I was on that, and I was on that the whole time 
I’d been there, so uh, I’d seen the dams wash out, 
the dams being replaced, uh, the uh, I guess the 
early pictures of right outside of La Farge of the 
flash flood down there where it took out, everything 
but it didn't get up as high as the cemetery coming 
down through but uh, yeah it uh, flash floods was 
unusual flood conditions for us. Those guys living 
in the Valley can be a killer, it can just wipe them, 
clean them right out, ya know, so the only reason, 
the only one way to stop it is if we have a series of 
dams, you see, especially in those vulnerable Val-
leys so, and they were, that was called the Black-
hawk Dam Project up there and there were about 
six or seven small dams that they were looking at 
to put in and that is when somebody from the um, 
the sou-, well um, some of them water people said, 
‘well why do that, why don’t we put one big one in 
and have a lake? because, you know, we’re 35 
miles from the Mississippi River but if we had a 
lake over here the lake would be fed with the water 
coming in all the time and uh, it would be uh, a 
clean lake, uh, a good lake, we can, we can make 
it that way, uh, the size it would be built and then 
the size that they were looking at was a capacity of 
200 year floods back to back, so if we did 100 year 
flood, to wash the first one, uh, created a problem 
on uh, on the early part, then uh, that would be cor-

rected but uh, we never got that far, and of course 
we [inaudible], my personal opinion is uh, uh it 
would have been built had it not been for the rec-
reational people, the canoe people, because you 
can canoe it and I’ve canoed it and you can canoe 
that area and you’re just out of this world because 
the, generally, the canoes are low enough in the wa-
ter so that you don’t see the highway, you don't see 
the cars going by, you see the beauty of whatever 
there – “

Interviewer: Do you believe they should have kept 
the land? Or they should have given it back? Or do 
you feel like that's just best the way it is?

George Nettum: “Uh [pause] it’s gone too far for 
that. Uh they, what they’ve done is is tried to make, 
uh, if they gave it back, what would the do with it? 
You know? It would be, [pause] the guy, if they 
gave it back the guy would say, ‘Well I’m gonna 
sell it! I don’t want it. I moved off, the roots aren’t 
that deep anymore,’ or uh uh uh uh and I'm think-
ing of uh, oh, the guy who lives down by, hmm the 
old store the old uh but that that farms in tact so 
they can uh, he can the tilled land is there. But the, 
the other stuff - what the heck! It’s all trees! It’s all, 
something else has happened to it. There might be 
a few cases where it would be uh, reasonable, but 
uh, I think in most most cases uh, I’m thinking of 
the girl who used to be the secretary at the county 
extension office, she was working in Viroqua, she 
was their [inaudible] or she was going to inherit the 
farm and they come in and they bought it and she 
said it was a big relief for them to take that farm! 
Because she had to settle the estate and did some-
thing, do something with it, so in her respect, the 
land price was reasonable and she said, ‘Sure, I 
would have liked more money for it.’ But, and I 
don’t know how uniform the land sales per, per unit 
or, per parts were if they were based on productiv-
ity or tillable or nature or whatever but uh, it’d be a 
whole civil war again.” 

23

GEORGE NETTUM



Interviewer: When you lived between Rockton and Ontario did you ever have problems with the floods 
there, or? 

Clara: Well, right went right through our bottom pastures and that but Kickapoo went right coming right up 
to the bank right there the hill right where the buildings were above the river. And the river would come 
pretty close to that hill to the house, so. My mother died when I was nine and [unintelligible] so I went to 
La Farge to live with my grandparents. And I graduated high school there. But I just never thought they’d 
ever do anything with that dam I just couldn’t, but they. But it did do a lot of damage, all the way down the 
river. [unintelligible] But, they did. 

Les: When Jacobson said, the neighbor behind me there, said they did. And I said, we argued about that 
a little bit. Then the town chairman and the town board they came down and warned us to stay out of 
there until they got it settled. I says I will if you get it settled, if you don't I’m going right back down there 
and start working again. And, uh, they didn’t, Jacobs didn't say anything. The town came back and says 
who put them there stakes down there by the corn grow. And I told him Jacobson and another guy did 
that. They just said we got nothing more to do with it. But I planted corn in there and I never lost a profit. 
Right on that river bottom. That flooded but that corn grew so high that water flowed [unintelligible]. And I 
had a big chopper and I went down there when I wanted corn and I chopped it. Never lost a cob. 

Interviewer: What were your feelings on the fact that they stopped the project because of the environ-
mental aspect?

Clara: Well that’s crazy, but. You know, they should finish it when they put that much money into it. 

LES & CLARA LAWRENCE
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“Okay. Where I went to school was in the valley 
of course for my first 10 years and we had eight 
grades one through eight and then two years of 
high school there and in the Valley school turned 
out some pretty successful people not just finan-
cially but they became worthwhile citizens. I 
think the two years of high school competed very 
successfully athletically with the surrounding 
high schools but so I am sort of proud of coming 
from that eighth-grade school. And eighth 
grades in a state graded school. In the first two 
and then three rooms and I finish my high school 
here in Hillsboro. But I appreciate the part of that 
educational background I guess because it's not 
unique it was just was at least unusual usual 
would still be going if the that land the people 
were living there. The Corps of Engineers could 
tell there were a lot of things happening there 
with economic factors in everything that working 
against the retention of the rural communities but 
Valley was a pretty exciting community one point 
we had churches we to school and two or three 
stores depending on if you count the meat mar-
ket. And a certified grocery store there too. Two 
taverns sometimes. Or a tavern and a restaurant. 
Before the feed mill was there, there was a milk 
plant there and they killed the feed mill fowl over 
there in the corner. It was originally a creamery 
and it burned down and they change it into a 
cheese factory I think if I remember right used to 
send back in but now every family had a number 
of kids at school two or three up to half a dozen I 
guess and was the location was important at that 
time I think probably Valley had superseded 
Rockton as a center as Rockton sprang up dur-
ing the days of the lumbar rafting to a great ex-
tent. I've some letters for my granddad to one 
from the farmer’s residence there during the last 

years of his right life during the lumbar about the 
lumbering days on the Kickapoo you might like 
to read that sometime. Rockton kind of died 
down and then Valley became the center. Not 
necessarily at hard and fast thing but it held a 
long slow process there but each place has a 
unique and very important history and it has to 
be recorded and appreciated for young people 
such as you. You need to know your antecedents 
and forgive me for preaching I think that's impor-
tant I thought that ought to be mentioned.” 
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“Yes, I spent all my life, uh, with exception of the 
last seven years, in, in the Kickapoo area. Uh, 
just a few miles from La Farge. I'll start with the 
uh, Kickapoo region itself, it is unique and quiet 
and attracts many people. And my- those of us 
who spent our life there have uh, such uh, a fond-
ness for that area. Uh, the uh, hills are for me per-
sonally the big attraction. Those hills are very 
very old, they were here before the glaciers 
came. And um, when did the glaciers come? 
Ten, ten thousand years ago? And um, at first the 
Indians were here. The hills were all covered with 
forest. And the Indians lived here. During the 
mid-1800s, they were forced from this land as 
the white man came in. Um, the white man came 
in because of the forest, and uh, logging and lum-
bering was uh, important at that time. So as they, 
uh the white men, came in and cut the trees, that 
left the hillsides bare. So when uh, wh- uh, the 
rain or uh, snow melted it would cause floods. 
And we had several major floods. They usually 
classify those and say "Uh the river just goes out 
of its banks by itself" uh, "It's just high water". 
They'd have like a ten-year flood which, you 
know, creates some damage, but a 100-year 
flood causes a great deal of damage. And we 
had uh, major floods in 1912, in 1917, in 1935, 
and that's um, a number we want to remember 
because, um, it was the flood of '35 that started 
the- that was the beginning of the La Farge dam. 
And we've had some, uh, since, uh, and the last 
major flood being in 1978. After the flood of '35, 
several people from the valley went to Washing-
ton D.C. to see if the government could help us. 
The Valley is a, uh, poverty area anyway. So this 

was causing a great deal of damage. The gov-
ernment did a study and came up with a plan, 
uh, to, t-, to dam up the river and create a lake 
and, uh, this [chuckles] several things came 
along and it all moved very slowly. But it was in 
'37 that we knew that, uh, the government had 
planned, to uh, build a dam and uh, create uh, a 
lake.” 

---

“So you had uh, no choice. When they came 
around and said "Go", you went.”

---

“We asked the colonel one time at one of the 
meetings "Is there any time or place in this whole 
United States where a project has been con-
structed to this point and stopped?" And he said 
"No, you are unique in this regard". And that was 
when I wrote about the tower, uh, I said uh, I 
thought the tower should remain as a tower to 
this uniqueness. The only place in the United 
States where they build a project to this extent 
and stopped it. That's unique. We should have a 
monument to that uniqueness.”

BERNICE SCHROEDER
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“And there’s others that just can’t stand him, you 
know, and they’ll, they’ll, they’ll go to fistfights for 
it, when, when it gets to be that hardcore politics, 
uh, that’s a shame. That’s a shame. We ought to 
be able to look at both sides of the thing, so…And 
uh, the only, um, the only politician that we had 
with us was Congressman Thompson, who was a 
former governor before Nelson, I believe. And he 
was a, a, a very, very strong backer of this project. 
But, uh, he was a member of the House, and the 
other t-two senators were uhhh, anti-reservoir pro-
ject and so uh, we didn’t have a whole ‘lotta 
chance there. You mix into that groups like the, the 
Sierra Club who, they’re not necessarily demo-
crats, they’re more of the liberal versus con-
conservative and uh…uhhh, you’d probably have 
to put Proxmire, Nelson, and Lucey more of the lib-
eral than con-conservative and of course uh, 
uhhh, Thompson being the conservative so, you 
get the same thing there. Whether he’s democrat 
or not didn’t make any difference, but the politics 
did play an awful, awful big part, and that was 
something that us local people here could not 

fight. We didn’t, we didn’t have dollars to put into 
people’s coffers, and it’s the same thing today in 
fact you’re talking about change and all this soft 
money and all that well, it’s been that way for a 
long long time and it was that way back then”

---

“And it hasn’t changed, unfortunately. But we 
didn’t, we didn’t have any real tools to work with 
there. Um, we just had what we felt was common 
sense, and a need for this project. Um, and ironi-
cally the vocal people here really didn’t have that 
much to gain personally by it. We were out here 
fighting for everybody. The whole farmer on the 
hill’s gonna pay less taxes, you know. Um, I per-
sonally had a vision that La Farge, uhhh, would 
grow at least by this time to a population around 
2,000. You know, uh, plus your rural areas were go-
ing to grow. I am saddened by the fact we haven’t 
got decent zoning it yet, we’re still seeing these lit-
tle…spots being taken up by…campers or what-
ever they put in there.”
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“Well the, you know the, the environmentalists got involved, when it was, far along. I don’t know why 
they didn’t get involved at the beginning but they didn’t. I probably could ah give you my comment 
but I won’t because I might start some sparks [laugh]. But um, that was the reason it was stopped. 
Um, the lake was to be unfit for, the quality of the lake would be bad. I still think it could be built and 
should be built. But, first or immediately after, first I would suggest that you go up the valleys and 
build those dams in these coulees. To shut off, stop the water from getting in the crick. And the crick 
wouldn’t flood the river wouldn’t flood. And I believe that should be done whether they have the lake 
or not. Because, forty fifty years from now we may need that water for drinking water. Let it soak in, 
rather than run down the Kickapoo into Mississippi and the Gulf of Mexico. I think that should be 
done. Some little coulees take a few hours for a bulldozer to build a dam others would take a few 
days. And then if they built the big lake then it would have good quality water. And it would be useful 
to the area. We, we need a lake in the area. And it would be useful, people be more apt live in the 
area and I think industry would be more apt to want to settle. Small industry, which we need real bad, 
for jobs. Um we need more money for the school but it’s it’s kind of tight. And if we had industry more 
houses and more people staying in the area. We ah, do a good job of educating our children but they 
have to leave in order to get a job. Um, do a good job of educating them I think. But then they have to 
leave to get their, their lives employment.”

HOMER MUNSON

28



“Where I grew up. That was home. So, anyway. It 
was a delight to live there. And I just think other 
people need to know that is a way of life that I 
feel has kind of slid by the wayside because 
we’ve been so [pause] “I-centered,” you know, 
and we’re moving too fast. Kids don’t get a 
chance to know what it is to interact with their 
neighbors, to love old people. I loved old people, 
I did. And we had grandmas that I would take 
flowers to on May-Day. And I’d ring the bell and 
run or knock on the door and run if they didn’t 
have a doorbell. And I would just sit with them 
and listen to their stories of when they grew up 
with horses and hard times and that kind of 
thing. And there was a Mrs. [Inaudible] and a 
Mrs. [Inaudible] that I visited frequently and en-
joyed them very much. And they miss - children 
miss a lot - when they don’t listen to old folks tell 
their stories about history and the way they grew 
up. Anyway, that’s how I feel. Maybe kids today 
don’t feel that way [laughs]. I know it’s a fast-
moving and electronical pace. But it’s a way of 
life I’m sure has gone by the wayside and proba-
bly will never come back, but I was glad I lived 
when I did. It was great. I think too that our gov-
ernment doesn’t realize - or maybe I should say 
that groups that influence our government - 
about [pause] about what they’re doing when 
they take land away from people. For every 
farmer that has left we have lost children and we 
have lost tax base. We have lost neighbors and 
community that can never be replaced. Never. 
But as long as there can be a house there - and 
even though the economy has changed and 
farming is not what it is or was, I still think there 
would have been people living on those places. 

And you would have had more children in your 
school. And I happened to read in the paper a 
few years back that the government gave the 
DNR 210 million dollars to buy land in the state 
of WI. And for every acre they buy and take off 
the tax role, somebody’s got to pick up that per-
centage. And it has probably been 5 years since 
I read that. Every year they give them X number 
dollars to buy land with - and I can’t remember 
the name of the federation but it’s like Municipal 
Tax Federation, I’m not sure that’s the correct 
name - and Madison or Milwaukee has finally dis-
covered that as you take off this land, some-
body’s going to pay that tax. And it’s coming 
back to the city. And they aren’t liking it one little 
bit. While we're out here trying to give a farmer a 
break, because they can't make a living on a 
farm. The handwritings on the wall, but it's a little 
late for them. While they were pushing to let peo-
ple buy this land - preserve this land - they're go-
ing to lose out in the long run [laughs] - they are - 
and it's going to come up back home to roost I'm 
afraid.”
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Interviewer: So how are the feelings like in your family when they decided that the dam project was 
gonna stop?

Charles “Bud” Melvin: Couldn’t believe it. But after, after the, they’d tore the old buildings down, bull-
dozed ‘em, ya know, there’s nothing left there. Maybe a lilac bush or something like that. And um, the 
fence was all gone, everything. But they couldn’t believe they was gonna stop it. They’d planted the 
bench land on the hill, to plant pine trees, so tall you can’t see through it, can ya? And um, yeah they 
just, we need it way worse now than we did then. That’s my- I was- I was all again’ it all along. But um, 
with the little cars, if you drive through high water or something like that you know I- with them big 
cars old cars they had then why, wouldn’t wash them away near as quick like the little, little ones like 
you got today, so um. They say that with all the grassland and stuff like that, that it won’t flood near as 
bad. But you could see this year, all the fields and everything got near washed out awful bad, we 
didn’t even have two inches of rain. If we had got, four or five inches of rain, like we had back then, 
ya know, back through the ‘40s- ‘30s, ‘40s, ‘50s, and over. Weister Crick, it was nothing for it to get 
out of bank oh, a time or two of ‘em. But um, if you got that grass full of, you know all that vegetation 
all that stuff full of water, at some point, it’s gonna run off. And if it’s, it’s gonna be that much worse. Uh 
like, David Mick bought a farm, Joe Marshall's farm, and uh, when you go out to waste time away you 
can see and, I don’t think I could pass over ditches in that field with my tractor. And it was just, from 
vegetation holding water, then all the sudden it let it go.

CHARLES “BUD” MELVIN
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“And, water quality was- was a big big question 
in tha- at that time. Because the silt load on I 
know on the Kickapoo and I know as as man-
ager there at Wildcat Mountain State Park, the silt 
load, when they, when you got heavy rains on, in 
the, Kickapoo Valley, especially above Ontario, in 
that watershed up in that area, like, some of ‘em 
said you could almost plow the river, as the silt 
load was very very heavy so, the, the life of that 
lake, you know the the wet damage they would 
call it, you know there was water that would be 
retained in that, would- it wouldn’t take a long 
time for that to fill, with the silt load that came 
down the river. So [laughs briefly] cause I remem-
ber, that’s about the time they started, I think they 
hung, Proxmire? I think it was, an effigy. And, I 
know we had many meetings down at, in the- in 
the, the village of La Farge and at that time the 
department, was involved in water quality, and 
the Corps was too. And, it was, we were not very 
popular people. In other word it- it, the meetings 
got, they got, pretty nasty. And, at the same time 
I think the road project was being- some of the 
work was being planned for that too, and, but I 
guess the downer really [laughs briefly], the 
thing that really, was the biggest concern was 
the water quality, and the life of that, water, that 
impoundment, and the quality of the water, of 
that because, it was a lot of nutrients and silt, 
and you’ve got when you’ve got those heavy 
rains. I know we experienced it in the lower pic-
nic area, which was where our canoe landing, 
we had a nice canoe landing down, where all our 
canoers could put their canoes in. And after a 
flood it was not unusual to haul a dump-f dump 
load, truckloads of silt that silted into our canoe 

landing. And that happened every time we had a 
flood so the silt load is very very heavy on that. 
And I know that they were, at the same time, they 
were wer- trying to get, they were working to get 
certain zoning restrictions and certain, you know, 
specialty farming practices in areas where they, 
they could minimize the silt load and some of the 
practices that would prevent some of that, and 
that was difficult to do. You were working, first it 
was Vernon County, cause most of it was Vernon 
County and then on above us was Monroe 
County so you actually had to [laughs briefly], 
they’re working with two different, two different 
counties too, so.” 
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For those who have read through some, if not all, of this book, I hope that you gained a 
more personal perspective as to what many of these individuals went through during this 
contentious time in Wisconsin’s history.

I am so grateful for all those who chose to share their stories regarding the La Farge dam 
project. Your stories and history demonstrate the importance of connecting through hu-
man experiences.

I would like to thank the Kickapoo Valley Reserve, specifically Marcy West and Brad Stein-
metz, for providing us with an on-site visit and a detailed history of the La Farge dam pro-
ject. 

Thank you to everyone involved in the interview project in 2000 and for all of my English 
245 peers for completing the transcriptions of those interviews.

A special thanks to Professor Druschke for providing us students with an incredible se-
mester of reading, writing, rhetoric, and challenging us to think so deeply about the impor-
tance of rivers, dams, and nature conservation. We couldn’t have done it without you!

*** All photos in this book are taken by: Jordy Shinbane ***

THANK YOU!
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